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ABOUT THE WESTERN SAHARAN SUPPORT GROUP

•

The WSSG is a charitable trust born out of a long standing relationship with the
Sahrawi people going back over 20 years.

•

The WSSG is governed by a board of trustees who aim to support a range of projects in the Western Saharan refugee camps by fundraising to make these initiatives become a sustainable reality. The projects are inspired by the selfdetermined needs of the Sahrawi who will ultimately be responsible for delivering
the outcomes.

•

The trustees oversee the use of funds and monitor and hold the projects to account
to ensure value for money and best outcomes to benefit as wide a number of people as possible.

•

Our overriding aim is to extend a hand of solidarity and friendship with a largely
forgotten and dispossessed people.
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OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WESTERN SAHARANS

•

The connection between Levenshulme, in
Manchester, and the Sahrawi began in
2000 when we hosted a group of young children from the camps in our homes as part of
the Woodcraft Folk Movement, including a
stay at a campsite in Anglesey. It continued
in 2006 at a Woodcraft International Camp in
Kent when a group of Sahrawi young adults
camped with us.

•

In 2007 Levenshulme Woodcraft Folk again
hosted a group of 8 children from the Sahrawi
refugee camps located in southern Algeria. To enable them to come over we raised
money for flights, visas and a programme of events including a weekend in Conwy.
They stayed with 5 families in Levenshulme and Longsight for the first 2 weeks and then
were welcomed by Birkenhead Woodcraft Folk who hosted them for the final two
weeks of their month long stay in the UK.

•

We maintained links with the children and their families. The following year a group of
10 adults and children from Levenshulme Woodcraft were invited to visit them in the
camps in the harsh Algerian desert.

•

During this visit bonds were made with the families and thanks to social media we
have been able to keep in touch over the last ten years. All the children from the
camps have grown up and some now have their own young families who will be the
second generation born away from, and who may never see, their homeland.

•

We have set up this group to support the Sahrawi and to enable them to have as much
independence and self-reliance as is possible in a refugee camp where you have no
freedom of movement, no nationality, no right to a passport, and very limited choices.
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The WSSG exists to raise money to support projects that the
Sahrawi themselves have determined are in their best interest.
Whilst the trustees are responsible for deciding which projects
to support, we recognise that it is the Sahrawi themselves that
have the knowledge, skills and drive to make the projects
achievable.
Through extending a hand of solidarity with a dispossessed
people and by our efforts to support projects that improve the
existing quality of life of the Sahrawi in the refugee camps we
aim for the following:
•

To prevent or relieve poverty of the Sahrawi people in the
Western Sahara Refugee Camps.

•

To advance sustainable development in the Camps by
supporting projects set up to achieve sustainable growth
and a greater self-sufficiency in food production.

•

To advance education in the Camps in connection with
sustainable development.

•

To advance health by supporting the sustainable
development of vegetable production in the Camps.

•

To advance human rights and conflict resolution in respect
of the Sahrawi people and to educate the public
concerning the nature, causes and effects of their poverty
and suffering.

•

To develop appropriate partnerships to support the Sahrawi
in their endeavours to improve their quality of life chances.
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WHO ARE THE SAHRAWI?

More than four decades ago,
tens of thousands of Sahrawi ,a
former nomadic desert people
became refugees in a harsh desert corner of the Tindouf province, in SW Algeria. They were
displaced to this region when
war broke out, at the end of
1975, in their homeland of Western Sahara. Located along the
Atlantic coast, in NW Africa, the
territory had been a former
Spanish colony for nearly a century. But when Spain hastily withdrew, it became the site of a
protracted conflict between the Polisario front (the Sahrawi liberation army) and the
Moroccan kingdom, which invaded and claimed the territory as its own. The invasion
ignored the International Court of Justice, which had rejected the Moroccan claim in
its legal opinion of October 1975 and went against the will of the Sahrawi people,
who had been fighting for independence since 1973.
In 1991, after 16 years of war, a UN-brokered ceasefire was meant to lead to a referendum for Sahrawi self-determination by early 1992. Until now, however, this has yet
to take place and Western Sahara is officially Africa’s last colony. The territory and
every Sahrawi family are divided by a 2,700km long wall built by Morocco to defend
its occupation of 2/3rds of the Sahrawi homeland. Under the occupation, the Sahrawi
have become a suppressed minority. Today, the 173,600 Sahrawi refugees (UNHCR
figures of 2018), dependent on aid to survive, live spread out between five large
camps. Women play a central role in running all aspects of life in this desert exile.
Named after main towns in Western Sahara, the camps function as a state-in-exile
under the leadership of the Polisario Front, which self-proclaimed the creation of the
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), in 1976. A government and administration
have been set up in the camps with the support of the Algerian state. The SADR became a full member state of the African Union in 1982.
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A SUSTAINABLE VEGETABLE GROWING
PROJECT IN THE WESTERN SAHARAN REFUGEE
CAMPS
“Our long term aim is to grow everything that
we need in the camps and not be reliant on
humanitarian aid because now they’ve already had to shrink it to half . By tomorrow
there might not be any so I want us to have our
own small economy to rely on ourselves. We
have electricity, we can dig wells for water, we
can improve the soil. We have skilled and
qualified people who are keen to be self reliant but due to the circumstances of the refugee status are unable to find work”
Fatimalu Bashir.
Coordinator of the Growing Hope vegetable
project which we are supporting.
Fatimalu was one of the young people who
visited Levenshulme in Manchester back in
2007. She is now the mother of 2 young children and an active campaigner for the rights
of the Sahrawi people

WHY?
•

Due to the recent crises across the world there have been huge cuts in the humanitarian aid the Sahrawi receive from the World Food Programme. In 2017
their food basket was cut by half. Who knows what further reductions there will
be in the future?

•

The Sahrawi have the skills and knowledge to make this project succeed. This
will have a lasting and measurable impact on improving the quality of their
lives and the communities they live in by providing fresh, healthy vegetables to
supplement their current meagre diet (UNHCR report 2018 states that there is a
39% anaemia rate for children and 44% for women. A local doctor is quoted as
saying that 75% of the pregnant women he sees have anaemia).

They just need a supporting hand with the
funding.
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A SUSTAINABLE VEGETABLE GROWING
PROJECT IN THE WESTERN SAHARAN REFUGEE
CAMPS
WHAT?

To raise £30,000
•

To dig a well to provide irrigation for the vegetable project and support local families, using
local labour that has the skill and experience
to undertake such a project. Cost 12,00020,000 euros.

•

To source a high quality, robust greenhouse
from Algeria, sited on concrete surfacing with robust frame to maximise protection
from the elements. The growing season is September through to March to avoid the
summer temperatures that can rise to over 50 degrees. Cost 12,000 euros.

•

The project will use chicken manure for Vegetable Garden Fertilizer. Chicken manure
fertilizer is very high in nitrogen and also contains a good amount of potassium and
phosphorus. The high nitrogen and balanced nutrients is the reason that chicken manure compost is the best kind of manure to use.

•

The project will collect the remains of animal defecations, mix them with herbs and,
three months later, will have a natural compost that can be applied as organic matter. That way they can improve the soil and improve the plant’s nutrition.

RUNNING COSTS PER MONTH
•

Experienced gardener : 150 euros.

•

Engineer: 150 euros.

•

Project coordinator : 100 euros.

•

Secretary: 50 euros.

•

Site maintenance: 50 euros.
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WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR?

Established a trustee led, registered charity driven by an agreed
declaration of trust enshrining our
aims and objectives.

Designed a constantly evolving
website to articulate our aspirations and explain to the public
concerning the nature, causes and
effects of the poverty and suffering
of the Sahrawi people.

Raised over £21000 through connecting
with and involving our local community
We also received a donation from Unicorn Grocery and Michael Palin.

In collaboration with the Sahrawi
developed a costed and achievable project plan. The infrastructure
for the project has been purchased
and is now in the camps

Involved a wide group of stakeholders
through creative fundraising initiatives
such as Tea in the Park, Leve Nights at
the Klondyke, Coffee and Cake and The
Big Ramble.

Maintained a relationship of solidarity between Manchester and
the Western Sahara going back
over 20 years.

9

FINANCES

Item

Income

Unicorn grocery

2050

Tea in the Park fundraiser

175

Alice and Julie Fundraiser

1134 via GoFundMe

Lev nights fundraiser

2545

Expenditure

Recovered funds from Woodcraft 2011 4185
GoFundMe

1382

83.47 Donation Admin charges

Individual donations

3497.82

100 Christmas raffle

Gift aid

1527.50

The Big Ramble

4405.50

2252 YHA and coach

598.07

17863.55 Project donation

TOTAL

20901.82

20299.02

BALANCE April 2021

602.80

To Support our projects you can donate by:

•

Bank Transfer

Sort code: 09 01 29
Account Number: 34486678
Name: Western Sahara Support Group
Bank: Santander

gofundme.com/f/gofundmeWSSG

•

Via our GoFundMe page

•

PayPal

•

Cheque
Details available from emailing us at

https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/charity/4144580

growhopesahrawi@outlook.com
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FUTURE PLANS

To maintain fundraising in order to support the sustainable vegetable project. To ensure cash flow to sustain employed project members and purchase of items based on a projected 3 year cycle with profits from sale of
produce reinvested into the project.

To revisit the camps (at no cost to the WSSG charity) to monitor and support
the sustainable vegetable project and consider project proposals for other
initiatives to help the Sahrawi help themselves. Trustees might consider supporting the development of smaller individual vegetable growing systems
working alongside an Oxfam driven project around hydroponics. Or supporting an existing Special school in Boujdour camp or supporting the Desert Voicebox Music and English Academy run by Sandblast or supporting
young people through the provision of sports equipment. The trustees will
be guided by what the Sahrawi determine they need
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GET IN TOUCH

growhopesahrawi.org.uk

growhopesahrawi@outlook.com

Follow us on
www.facebook.com/pg/ WesternSaharaSupportGroup/
twitter.com/saharasupport
www.instagram.com/WesternSaharaSupportGroup/
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